THE  SUN   AND  THE   SERPENT

he found the law of Buddha greatly respected, but
Buddhism was less nourishing than formerly.
There were temples of the Devas, and the Naga
demigods still ruled the elements and still pre-
sided over the lakes and fountains.

The pilgrim visited the fountain of the Naga
Apalala,1 which was the source of the Swat river.
He visited also the stupa built by Uttara Sena, the
Sakya king of Udyana, over the relics of Buddha,
whose kinsman he was.3 Hiouen Tsiang relates
the history of Uttara Sena, and of his marriage
with the daughter of the Naga raj a, through whose
influence he obtained the kingdom. He also says
that over the head of the princess appeared the
hoods of a nine-headed Naga.3

After visiting Darel and some other neighbouring
valleys, Hiouen Tsiang made his way to Tak-
shasila, which he says was then tributary to Kash-
mir, but had formerly been subject to Kabul/
Here, too, Buddhism seems to have been less
flourishing than formerly. There were many
sungharamas, but they were ruinous and deserted.

The pilgrim tells us that, when the people of
Takshasila wished for rain or fine weather, they
went with Buddhist priests to the tank of the Naga
raja Elapatra, where, after praying, they imme-
diately obtained their desires.5

1 Hiouen Tsiang, Bael, i. 122.    a Ib. i. 126.    3 Ib. i. 132.
4 Hiouen Tsiang, Beal, i. 136,       6 Ib. i. 137.
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